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Dear Madaidsir: i 
. i  

T ani writing to provide comments on the Notice of Proposed Rulemaking regarding 
“Lease Financing for Vessels Engaged in the Coastwise Trade.” As you know, 
Lake Erie and Lake Superior providc critical shipping acccss for businesses located in 
New York. 

While I understand the ihesis of the proposed rulemaking is to close perceived loopholes 
in the documentation and lease fiiiancing of vessels engaged in coastwise trade in the 
United States, I encourage you to carefully consider potential adverse economic results 
should the rulemaking be too broad or have imintended consequences beyond its narrow 
intcnt, 

For example, Lafarge is the largest manufacturer of cement and construction materids in 
the United States with over 10,000 employees at dozens ofplants, shipping terminds and 

. .&hsr-f.di.!i&es tkxqhoiit  the country. More importantly, bafhrgc >!.!or;!? America h2s. a 
subsimtiai manufacturing prcscnce in the State d N e w  Yclrk, including a large shipping 
terminal in Buffalo. 

Shipping via the Great Lakes is vital to the economic strength Af LaFarge’s New York 
hcilities (‘as well lo ils numerous other terminals in Ohio and $round the Great Lakes). 
This method of transportation remains the most economical clihicc for shipping tens of 
thousands of tom of bulk cement as well as raw materials. It i4 my understanding from 

operations add the jobs they represent. 
Lafarge that / his rule making process could threaten the econo+ic viability of these 
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I encourage you to honor the existing 121 06(e) transactions and create a framework that 
ensures the protection of those companies,that are operating in accordance with the 
current rules and regulations. The second rulemaking efforts should be redirected along 
these lines and brought to a prompt conclusion. 

I respectfully request your careful consideration of Lafarge’s comments to the proposed 
rulemaking. In the coming years, our State will undertake numerous significant growth 
construction projects, from highways and bridges, to schools and public works projects. 
It is imperative that we do all that we can to ensure the economic well-being of New 
Yorlc manufacturing facilities and the jobs they represent. 

Thank you for your time and attention to this matter. 
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